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Editorial for Forum on “Academic Rigor”
Does it seem that university graduate students are less willing to participate in, or be responsible
for, their own education? Or are faculty members in general not providing a challenging
environment in which students can learn? Earlier this year, two distinguished faculty members
from the University of Northern Iowa spoke to the issue of academic rigor (or lack thereof) in
columns published in the regional newspaper, the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Courier. Both faculty
authors, Dr. Dennis Clayson and Dr. Scott Cawelti, have generously agreed to address the topic
again as a forum discussion in this, the first issue of Universitas. Joining them in the discussion
to weigh in on the issue are individuals from all levels of the university, including university
administration (Interim Provost Dr. James Lubker), and graduate students (Deb Bloom and
Darek Benesh). We cannot solve the problem of academic rigor in this issue, but hope to bring
the concern to the forefront for vigorous scholarly discussion and debate.
Sue Joslyn, Guest Editor
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